Travellers in India

ing, was made their objective. Having readied
Surat by sea, they immediately found them-
selves in a district where customs were quite
different from anything which they had pre-
viously seen. Chief among the objects which
excited their curiosity were the numerous
hospitals for lame and sick birds which existed
there.

Their narrative contains an amusing ac-
count of the way in which the extravagant
reverence of the natives for animal life was
exploited by a Portuguese captain who was in
need of money. Collecting a number of dogs?
he announced that he was about to drown
them, whereupon the devout in the city sub-
scribed a large sum to prevent the deed. The
friars noticed that whilst these numerous
hospitals existed for sick birds, human beings
were left outside in the streets to perish
unheeded. They mention, too, the extreme
trickery practised by the usurers and other
business men. After crossing the Tapti and the
Nerbudda, they proceeded by Mandu, Ujen,
Sarangpur, and Seronj, travelling on the way
through such dangerous country, and encoun-
tering such discomforts, that the reverend
fathers take occasion to point out that nothing
could console them for their suffering but the
hopes of Paradise. At last, at the end of Febru-
ary, they reached Fatepur, and were at once
introduced into Akbar's presence. They found
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